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Virtual School Update 10

Dear Designated Teacher and Lead

I hope you are all well as we enter February, with only two weeks to go until half term – where has the time gone! 

We have a few updates and some signposting to share with you this week. The first update is about when we close the PEPs, which we do at our end to ensure that funding is released. The PEP deadline for this term is Friday 13 March, so please make sure that PEP meetings are booked in. If there is a problem with your login or you need access for someone else, please get in touch by emailing the PEP inbox: HCC.PEPs@hants.gov.uk.

We also have our DT network meetings this Tuesday and Wednesday evening (same content, just different days) from 3.45pm to 4.45pm. If you want to attend but have missed the booking deadline, please contact hcc.vstraining@hants.gov.uk.


Requests to unlock PEPs

Funding decisions are based on the information available at the point the data/PEP is locked. PEPs are locked within the first two weeks of the new term, allowing sufficient time after the deadline for any necessary updates to be made. Once a PEP is locked, we are unable to make further changes, as doing so could give the impression that a decision was based on incorrect or altered data. 


Exam access arrangements
 
As you will know, a large proportion of Hampshire looked-after children (LAC), previously looked-after children (PLAC) and children with a social worker (CWSW) have special educational needs. As a virtual school, we wanted to highlight the deadline for applying for exam access arrangements for this academic year. 
 
We know that some of you also hold the SENCO role in your school and will be aware of this deadline, but not all DTs are SENCOs and may not be familiar with the access arrangements process. If you are not the SENCO, we encourage you to liaise with your SENCO this term about any of your LAC, PLAC or CWSW, as the application deadline for the summer 2025 exams is 21 March 2025. 
 
There are various access arrangements and reasons for a child’s eligibility. Your SENCO will be familiar with the JCQ Access Arrangements and Reasonable Adjustments guidance and will be able to determine whether the child is eligible for testing, access arrangements or reasonable adjustments.  
 
For advice or guidance on this subject, please contact virtualschool@hants.gov.uk, and we will arrange for an education adviser to contact you.




Discover Winchester
The Discover Winchester Year 12 Summer School is an opportunity to see what university is all about. Including sessions with our excellent academics, staying in our accommodation, and receiving expert advice on your university application, you will leave with a better idea of life at university. This event is a part of the 'Discover Winchester Scheme' to support students from underrepresented groups. As a result, priority will be given to students who meet our widening participation criteria.  
The Discover Winchester Scheme supports applicants who may face barriers to higher education, including those who are the first in their family to attend university, estranged from family, mature students, disabled students, carers, care-experienced individuals, members of military families, refugees or asylum seekers and those who previously received free school meals. 
The scheme also considers applicants with significant extenuating circumstances, such as bereavement, serious illness, major caring responsibilities or disrupted education, allowing the university to apply discretion in complex situations. Applicants are required to self-identify on their UCAS form.
The applications are now open and will close on Friday 20 March at 1pm.
This event is for students in Year 12 or the first year of college. This event is only for students under the age of 18 at the time of the event.
For more information, including FAQs, please visit our Discover Winchester page on our website.
https://www.winchester.ac.uk/collaborate/Schools-and-colleges/Discover-Winchester-Scheme/
This event is completely free.

CAMHS 2026 training and support events are now well underway, including updated Parents and Carers Events (P.A.C.E) across Hampshire, and regular Information and Advice sessions (Winchester) where parents/carers, professionals and young people can speak with CAMHS clinicians.
  
Many of the events on offer are great, affordable CPD opportunities for your staff, and a brilliant resource for families who are caring for a child with trauma and attachment needs. Discretionary tickets are available for these events, so please do share the information with your vulnerable families and consider how you could work with other professionals (social workers and family help practitioners) to support parents/carers to attend where they may not otherwise feel able to – Events – CAMHS.  
Please contact CAMHS directly for details of how to book discretionary tickets on behalf of families.  

Events include: 
1. Parents and Carers Events (P.A.C.E) 
1. SASI (Stopping Avoidable Suicides Initiative)
1. Understanding Trauma – New for 2026
1. Understanding Anxiety – New for 2026
1. Understanding ADHD
1. How To Cope When Your Child Can’t
1. Information and Advice sessions (Winchester drop-ins)
1. Embracing Autism – new speakers & topics



Training
T[image: ARC Webinar: From Introduction to Bronze, online training.

9 February 2026, 3.45pm to 4.45pm.

Click here to book.
]
[image: Early Years Designated Lead and PEP Training, online training.

10 February 2026, 9.30am to 12pm.

Click here to book.

]
[image: Supporting Vulnerable Students as a Learning Support Assistant, online training.

10 February 2026, 2pm to 3pm.

Click here to book.

]
[image: Attachment training, face-to-face training.

12 February 2026, 9am to 12pm.

Click here to book.


]
[image: Strategies and Support in the Classroom, face-to-face training.

12 February 2026, 1pm to 4pm.

Click here to book.

]
ARC events (these are external webinars led by schools that are members of ARC).

[image: Developing a Whole School Culture and Vision Around Trauma and Attachment Informed Practice, online webinar.

3 February 2026, 4pm to 5pm.

Click here to book.
]
[image: Supporting Parents with Emotion Coaching, online webinar.

9 February 2026, 4pm to 5pm.

Click here to book.
]


Kind regards 
Michelle 

Michelle Nye
Virtual School Head
Hampshire Virtual School
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