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Extended Duties
Annual Adoption Barometer Survey

The annual Adoption Barometer survey is live. The survey is shorter this year and takes just 10 minutes. Please share with families or young people aged 16 or over who are adoptees, an adoptive parent of a child aged 0-25, or those involved in adoption approvals or matching during 2024. This is an opportunity to share views on a wide range of issues, from preparing to adopt to finding adoption support, from school to employment, and from accessing records to relationships with the birth family.  
With thousands of respondents every year, Adoption UK’s Adoption Barometer is the UK’s only comprehensive take on how policy and practice impact the lives of those affected by it. Now in its 8th year, the Barometer has the attention of governments and adoption agencies across the UK.
Complete the Adoption Barometer 2026 survey here: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/AdoptionBarometer2026.
Find out more about the Adoption Barometer here: www.adoptionuk.org/the-adoption-barometer.



Training

[image: Championing Kinship Care, online training.

20 January 2026, 3.45pm to 4.45pm.

Click here to book.

]
[image: Attachment webinar, online training.

27 January 2026, 3.45pm to 5pm.

Click here to book.


]
[image: Statutory Designated Teacher training, face-to-face training.

29 January 2026, 9.30am to 4pm.

Click here to book.

]


ARC events (These are external webinars led by schools that are members of ARC)

[image: TEAM Pupil for Teaching Practitioners, online webinar 

20 January 2026, 3.10pm to 4.10pm.

Click here to book.

]

[image: Balancing High Expectations, High Aspirations and High Support to Achieve the Best Outcomes, online webinar 

21 January 2026, 4pm to 5pm.

Click here to book.

]
[image: Support Emotion-Based Behaviour, Including Self-Harm and School Refusal in Our Very Young Children, online webinar 

22 January 2026, 4.30pm to 5.30pm.

Click here to book.

]


Kind regards

Michelle

Michelle Nye
Virtual School Head
Hampshire Virtual School
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Dear Designated Teacher and Lead     Time seems to be flying as we enter the third week  of   January!      Details of our upcoming training  sessions are   below ,   but please do n’t   forget to check out  our  training brochure   and share   it   with colleagues . M ost of  our sessions are  free. Our  p ost - 16 network meeting is on  Wednesday 28   January . I f  you have any specific  requests  for items to include in the agenda,   please message  virtualschool@hants.gov.uk .  We will have our usual updates ,   as well as PLAC guidance  for   colleges.      We have a session on kinship care tomorrow that outlines the school’s responsibility to  identify and support kinship care families in their school and provides a range of  signposting to support this. If you would like to attend, but have missed the booking   deadline, please email  hcc.vstraining@hants.gov.uk , and we will send you the link. In  addition, the link to our attachment webinar is below. The webinar is a shortened  version of our face - to - face training and introduces participants to some of the key ideas,  concepts, research and strategies for trauma - in formed practice, helping them to better  understand and support the needs of our children and young people. It is ideal as a  refresher course to build on previous knowledge, or you can share it with colleagues as  a starting point for exploring the topic fur ther.     Additionally, there is a recommend ed   read  below that  you can share with  g overnors ,   a s  well as  the  a nnual Adoption Barometer survey   for circulation.     For action        PEP completion: please make sure that PEP meetings are booked with social  workers for this term. If there is a problem with your login or you need access for  someone else, please get in touch by emailing the PEP inbox:  HCC.PEPs@hants.gov.uk .The deadline for completed PEPs this term is  Friday  13 March .  If you have any questions, please let us know. PEP exemplars are  available within the Asset system.      If your DT has changed, please notify us to ensure we have the most up - to - date  information:  virtualschool@hants.gov.uk .  


image4.emf
Recommended  r eading for all  g overnors     A new book has been published    called Children in Care :     Guide for Governors.     It is an impressive resource for all  g overnors that not only highlights the value  of   school  governors understanding the unique needs and challenges  faced by children in care,   but also helps DTs spend less time explaining the nuts and bolts of the system ( such as   “ what is a PEP? ” ) , freeing  up  their time for   more impactful work.   The guide provides key  information, practical questions to ask and links to the 2025 Ofsted toolkit.     Governors and trustees are a small but important piece of the jigsaw puzzle. This gives  them the relevant knowledge to do their job really well.     It’s recommended by trusted organisations, including the DfE governance guide and  the  National Governance Association (NGA) , who said:   "An important and accessible document for all involved in school governance on  how you and school leaders can have the vital conversations about children in  care . "     It is free to download  via   the link below :   https://9000lives.org/children - in - care - governors - guide/     Please do share!   
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