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Virtual School Update 12


Dear Designated Teacher and Lead

I hope this update finds you well as we (hopefully) move into nicer weather and the days become noticeably longer! 

I had the pleasure of attending one of the online attendance hub meetings last week. These meetings happen termly and are for headteachers and attendance leads. Matt Gaston from PBS had pre-recorded a short webinar (15 mins) that succinctly explains the Hierarchy of Effective Inclusion. The webinar can be found on the Inclusion Support Service Moodle under ‘Attendance Hubs’, then ‘Guidance’. It is definitely worth a watch! Matt is also delivering a webinar for the Virtual School on Restorative Conversations (details below). Please feel free to share this with colleagues who may find it interesting.

This week leads up to Mothering Sunday (15 March), one of those commemorative days that can bring mixed emotions and trigger turmoil and dysregulation in our children and young people, regardless of their experience in the care system (CWSW, CLA, PLAC). Separation, loss, bereavement, uncertainties, feelings of love, shame, disconnection and longing create a melting pot of lived experiences and emotions. You may not be focusing on Mother’s Day in school, but it is everywhere: in shops, on television and in advertisements, making it difficult to avoid. Our children and young people may not be able to articulate their feelings. They may not even be aware of changes in their feelings or behaviour. As their advocates and champions, we are the ones who need to be aware of this hidden trigger, to hold them close, co-regulate, create a safe space to explore feelings and remind our colleagues why it might not be the easiest end of term (not to mention the heightened behaviours that often come with the lead-up to any holiday). Maintain contact with parents and carers around this topic, and if you need further support or advice in supporting your children and young people, please get in touch. 

Please remember that the PEP deadline this term is this Friday. If you experience any problems, please let us know. Additionally, there are details below about the SEND enquiry form and a survey, as well as the Young Carers Action Day, which is happening this Wednesday. You will also find details below about our training sessions and about booking onto our next STAARS – Supporting Trauma Attachment Aware Relational Settings programme. Places are limited for each cohort, so please do not miss out!



For Action
1. The PEP deadline for this term is Friday 13 March, so please make sure that PEP meetings are booked in. If there is a problem with your login or you need access for someone else, please get in touch by emailing the PEP inbox: HCC.PEPs@hants.gov.uk.
1. If your DT has changed, please notify us to ensure we have the most up-to-date information: virtualschool@hants.gov.uk.



For information

SEN enquiry form

If you need to get in touch with SEN, please do not forget to use their new enquiry form: Hampshire County Council - SEN Enquiry - who you are


SEND support in Hampshire 

Hampshire is working across the local area to improve the support that children and young people with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) receive. The government has asked us to develop a plan on how we will do this. To support this, we’re looking closely at what is working well already, where things need to improve and how we can ensure that children and young people receive the right support.

We are asking young people to complete a survey to help us understand what is and isn't working for them, and to shape better support for themselves and others. We recognise that not all young people will want to take part in a survey, and some may need support to do so. We’re asking if you can share the survey with young people, or support them to take part if they would like to. We’ve also included a simple guide to help young people understand and complete the survey, which you’ll find attached to this email.

Complete the survey here 👉Help Us Improve SEND Support in Hampshire - Survey – Fill in form. The survey is open until Wednesday 18 March.

If you have any questions, please contact haveyoursay@hants.gov.uk 

Thank you so much for your support with this.

Sallie White, Participation Officer
Young carers
Young Carers Action Day, coordinated nationally by Carers Trust and taking place this year on Wednesday 11 March, provides an important opportunity for schools and partner organisations to recognise, support and raise awareness of young carers and the challenges they face. The focus for this year is the theme ‘Fair Futures for Young Carers’. 

Many of our vulnerable cohorts in schools, particularly children with a social worker, children who are looked after and children in kinship care, have or have had significant caring responsibilities, adding to a constellation of disadvantages in their lives. Often, their young carer status is overshadowed by wider social care or safeguarding concerns, making it tricky to identify the need for support in this area. We encourage you to liaise with your pastoral team members and DSLs to identify any children and young people who have or have had caring responsibilities, and to consider whether there are further support systems available to them through your local young carers networks and your in-house support for young carers. 

To support this work, Hampshire Young Carers Alliance has put together a poster with more information on how schools can participate in Young Carers Action Day 2026. 
Training
Following the success of the first cohort of our STAARS – Supporting Trauma Attachment Aware Relational Settings programme, we are pleased to announce that booking is now open for Cohort 2. The three days of face-to-face training will take place throughout the summer term 2026 and the autumn term 2026/27, with buddy visits from the Virtual School to support plans for implementation across your setting. There is a cost of £150 per setting (not per delegate), which includes participation for 3-5 staff per school, one of whom should be the DT and a member of SLT. In addition, schools may wish to send participants from a range of teaching and non-teaching roles within school.

The dates for the 3-day course are as follows: Thursday 25 June, Thursday 1 October and Tuesday 17 November. Your school will need to be able to commit to every date.
 
If you would like to sign up, please contact HCC.VSTraining@hants.gov.uk and provide the names and email addresses of the staff members you would like to book. Please note that places are limited per cohort, so don’t miss out!

[image: Promoting the Education of CWSW, online training.

12 March 2026, 9.30am to 12pm.

Click here to book.
]
[image: Early Years: Writing an Effective PEP, condensed webinar.

12 March 2026, 5.30pm to 7pm.

Click here to book.

]
[image: Restorative Conversations, online training.

18 March 2026, 3.45pm to 4.45pm.

Click here to book.


]
[image: Designated Teacher Training, face-to-face training.

18 March 2026, 9.30am to 4pm.

Click here to book.

]
[image: ECT and new staff training: the Role of the Teacher in Supporting Children Within the Social Care System, online training.

19 March 2026, 3.45pm to 4.45pm.

Click here to book.

]

ARC events (these are external webinars led by schools that are for members of ARC)

[image: Developing a Trauma-Responsive Curriculum, online training.

16 March 2026, 4.30pm to 5.30pm.

Click here to book.
]
[image: Bridging the Gap: Relational Strategies for Seamless Transitions, online webinar.

20 March 2026, 10am to 11am.

Click here to book.
]


Kind regards 
Michelle 

Michelle Nye
Virtual School Head
Hampshire Virtual School



2 		Virtual School Update 12
image1.jpeg
Hampshire

County Council

Virtual School




image2.jpeg




image3.wmf
 

Promoting the Education of CWSW

, online 

training.

 

 

12 March 2026, 9.30am to 12pm.

 

 

Click here

 

to book.

 


image4.wmf
 

Early Years: Writing an Effective PEP

,

 

condensed webinar.

 

 

12 March 2026, 5.30pm to 7pm.

 

 

Click here

 

to book.

 

 


image5.wmf
 

Restorative Conversations

, online training.

 

 

18 March 2026, 3.45pm to 4.45pm.

 

 

Click here

 

to book.

 

 

 


image6.wmf
 

Designated Teacher Training

, face

-

to

-

face 

training.

 

 

18 March 2026, 9.30am to 4pm.

 

 

Click here

 

to book.

 

 


image7.wmf
 

ECT and new staff training: the Role of the 

Teacher in Supporting Children Within the 

Social Care System

, online training.

 

 

19 March 2026, 

3.45pm to 4.45pm

.

 

 

Click here

 

to book.

 

 


image8.wmf
 

Developing a Trauma

-

Responsive Curriculum

, 

online training.

 

 

16 March 2026, 4.30pm to 5.30pm.

 

 

Click here

 

to book.

 


image9.wmf
 

Bridging the Gap: Relational Strategies for 

Seamless Transitions

, online webinar.

 

 

20 March 2026, 10am to 11am.

 

 

Click here

 

to book.

 


