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Virtual School Update 14


Dear Designated Teacher and Lead

I hope you all had a lovely Easter break. I cannot believe we are now in the summer term and thinking about transition, exams and, hopefully, more sunshine. It is certainly April showers today, some of them very heavy indeed! 

There are some useful updates below, including one that highlights the GCSE support materials available on our Moodle. Please do not forget to look at our Moodle, as we are continually adding useful information. Additionally, we have our transition training coming up, as well as training on attachment and useful classroom strategies to support our children. This last session will give participants an understanding of common barriers to learning faced by vulnerable pupils (specifically care-experienced children or children with a social worker), an exploration of executive functioning and some practical strategies to support learning and engagement.


Virtual School Moodle – GCSE English support materials
 
As GCSEs are approaching, do take a look at the GCSE English support materials now available on the Virtual School Moodle in the Supporting Learning section of Key Resources and Information: Section: GCSE English Support Materials | Supporting Learning | Hampshire Virtual School 
These resources are designed to help designated teachers and English teachers recognise and respond to the specific challenges that looked-after children may face in their GCSE English exams. 
The materials include: 
· practical guidance on common areas of difficulty and what to consider when planning effective support 
· a set of case studies offering real-life scenarios, detailed analysis and actionable strategies to help improve engagement, confidence and outcomes for looked-after learners. 
These tools are ideal for schools wanting to strengthen their approach and ensure every young person feels equipped and supported as exam season nears. 
Kinship care
Kinship is offering a programme of free online and in‑person workshops this month for all kinship carers, including those with special guardianship orders and informal arrangements. Sessions cover topics such as FASD, the EHCP and SEND process and keeping children safe online, and are funded by the Department for Education. All workshops and events can be viewed and booked via the Kinship website: Kinship: Home | The Kinship care charity | England and Wales.
There is also a great animation on the page, written and voiced by young people in kinship care. The film explores what life is like in a kinship family and was created as part of the Young Champions project, funded by BBC Children in Need. 
Education and Inclusion Therapy Service – training opportunities for 2026/27
Please follow this link to browse the full list of training opportunities for the next academic year.
Training
Details of our upcoming training can be found below. For further training opportunities, please see our training brochure. 
[image: Transition Training (Juniors/Primary/Secondary), online training.

21 April 2026, 3.45pm to 5pm.

Click here to book.

]
ARC webinar: From introduction to Bronze, online training.

 22 April 2026, 3.45pm to 4.45pm.

Click here to book.


[image: Transition Training (Juniors/Primary/Secondary), online training.

23 April 2026, 3.45pm to 5pm.
Click here to book.

]
ARC webinar: From introduction to Bronze, online training.

23 April 2026, 12pm to 1pm.

Click here to book.


[image: Attachment Training, online training.

29 April 2026, 9am to 11am.

Click here to book.
]


[image: Strategies and Support in the Classroom, online training. 

29 April 2026, 1pm to 3pm.

Click here to book.

]





[image: Early Years Transition Webinar - Preschools/Nurseries, online training.

30 April 2026, 10am to 11am.

Click here to book.


]




ARC events (these are external webinars led by schools that are members of ARC).

[image: ARC Secondary Phase Network, online webinar.

22 April 2026, 4pm to 5pm.

Click here to book.

]
[image: Embedding Relational Practice - in Ethos and Processes, online webinar.

24 April 2026, 8.45am to 9.45am.

Click here to book.

]

Kind regards

Michelle

Michelle Nye
Virtual School Head
Hampshire Virtual School
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