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Virtual School Update 4


Dear Designated Teacher and Lead,

With half-term almost upon us, or already starting for some of our settings, it’s been a busy few weeks.

As always, there's been plenty going on and we're excited to share some of the highlights with you. From new initiatives and success stories to useful resources and upcoming events, we hope this gives a flavour of the great work happening across the service and provides something useful to take away. There are still a few spaces available for our DT conference on Thursday 5 November. If you haven’t booked yet, there’s still an opportunity to join us for what we expect will be a great day.


Virtual School DT conference

There are still a few spaces available for our DT conference on Thursday 5 November. 

If you haven’t booked yet, please use the link below to reserve your place.

Designated Teacher Conference Autumn 2026 Tickets, Thursday, November 5  •  9 AM - 4 PM | Eventbrite.


Professional Learning Pathways

We are pleased to introduce our Professional Learning Pathways. These provide a suggested guide to the training, resources and development opportunities available through the Virtual School for a range of education professionals, including designated teachers, early years designated leads, teachers and learning support assistants. Each pathway sets out a suggested progression from introductory self-led learning, through core training, to more specialised practice development, helping practitioners build their knowledge, confidence and effectiveness in supporting care-experienced and vulnerable children. The pathways can be used to identify individual professional development needs, support induction into key roles and plan ongoing learning across schools and settings.

These are now available to download via our Virtual School Moodle: Section: Professional Learning Pathways | Training Offer | Hampshire Virtual School


Foetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (FASD) webinar

Information for schools to share with adoptive parents:

Adopt South will be running an FASD webinar for adoptive parents in November. Please see the information below/attached and share it with your families as appropriate. 
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Adopt South - Virtual Webinar - FASD - November 2026

Would you like to gain a deeper understanding of FASD?

Join Dr Mariëtte Henning-Pugh, Consultant Clinical Psychologist and Clinical Lead, and Emily Charlesworth, Senior Psychological Support Practitioner, from our Regional Adoption Agency, Adopt South, for this free virtual webinar exploring Foetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (FASD) and its impact on adopted children and young people.

📅 Tuesday 3 November 2026
🕖 7pm to 8.30pm
💻 Online
✅ Unlimited spaces available

This introductory session will explore:

🔹 What FASD is and how it can affect brain development and functioning
🔹 How prenatal alcohol exposure may interact with developmental trauma, attachment and relationships
🔹 FASD presentations, referral pathways and assessment routes
🔹 Practical strategies to support children and young people at home, in education and in social settings
🔹 Sources of information and ongoing support

There will also be an opportunity to ask questions during a live Q&A session. Attendees may leave their cameras off if they prefer.

📞 Book your place today and gain valuable insight into understanding and supporting children affected by FASD. To book, please call the Adoption Support team on 0300 3000 001 or email adoptsouth.adoptionsupport@hants.gov.uk and quote FASD – VS Hampshire. We will then organise for a joining link to be sent to you.


Training

Understanding and Supporting Previously Looked-After Children in School, online training.

20 October 2026, 9am to 10.30am.

Click here to book.


Gathering Child Voice, online training.

22 October 2026, 3.45pm to 4.45pm.

Click here to book.


ARC

ARC webinar hosted by Bosmere Junior School (you need to be a member of ARC to access this)

Identifying and developing executive functioning as part of a relational approach, online event.

22 October 2026, 3.45pm to 4.30pm.

Click here to book.


Kind regards 
Michelle 
 
Michelle Nye
Virtual School Head
Hampshire Virtual School
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