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Virtual School Update 2


Dear Designated Teacher and Lead,
I hope the term is progressing well. How have we reached the third week of September already? It has been a very busy start to the term.
There is some key information below regarding last term’s PEPs. Please also ensure that meetings for this term are being booked. If you experience any issues with PEPs, please contact hcc.peps@hants.gov.uk.
We are delighted to share details of an upcoming webinar presented by Tower Hill Primary on creating communication-friendly classrooms. In addition, Bosmere Junior School, our first Hampshire Learning Hub, is delivering a webinar through ARC (details below). You will need to be an ARC member to access this session, so if you have not yet signed up, please complete the registration form on our Moodle page.
Included below are links to our Effective Use of Education Support Plans: Supporting Previously Looked-After Children, Children with a Social Worker and Children in Kinship Care training and Attachment training. A reminder that our training is open to any staff member and is free to attend, except for the conference and a notional charge for STAARS. Further Virtual School training can be accessed via our training brochure: Virtual School Training Offer. 
We are starting Cohort 2 of our STAARS programme next week. If you are interested in joining a future cohort, there are still a few places available for STAARS Cohort 3.
You will also find details below and attached of a CAMHS event for parents and carers taking place at the end of the month, which may be useful to signpost to families.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
PEPs
Please be aware that the summer 2026 PEPs will be locked from the week commencing 28 September 2026. To ensure that all information is captured, please complete and save any outstanding sections by the end of Friday 25 September, as no further amendments will be possible once the PEPs are locked.
________________________________________________________________________________________________
ARC webinar presented by Tower Hill Primary 
15 October 2026, 3.45pm to 4.45pm
Join Hampshire Virtual School and Tower Hill Primary as they share how they have explored different ways to create a more inclusive environment for all pupils by focusing on communication strategies as a vehicle for embedding inclusive practice across the school and increasing independence and engagement in learning. Deputy Head Nicola Ward and SENCO Christine Cartlidge will explain their journey to creating a 'Communication Friendly Classroom' and its benefit to not only vulnerable children, but the whole school. 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/1992482107620?aff=oddtdtcreato
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Last few places for Cohort 3 available to book!

STAARS (Supporting Trauma and Attachment Aware Relational Settings) is face-to-face training that supports educational settings across all age phases to deepen their understanding of attachment, trauma and relational practice. Through training, self-evaluation and ongoing support, STAARS helps a group of three to five leaders and staff per setting to develop a whole-setting approach that promotes emotional wellbeing, strengthens relationships and creates an inclusive environment in which children and young people can thrive. 

Additional support and training are available alongside the training through the Virtual School to help implement the principles across your whole setting. We run two cohorts per year, with the next one starting in the spring term. There are still a few places if you would like your setting to join. More details are available via our training brochure: Course: Training Offer | Hampshire Virtual School.

You can also email us at virtualschool@hants.gov.uk if you would like to ask any questions before signing up.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Targeted support for parents and carers: ‘How to cope when your child can’t’
30 September 2026
This session, which will take place in Basingstoke, is aimed at supporting parents and carers to care for themselves while supporting their child with mental health challenges. Please do distribute this information to families you feel may benefit from the support.  
We know that families who would benefit most from attending often face barriers such as cost, travel or the confidence to walk into a room full of strangers! You may like to discuss with your DSL to identify families that fall into this category, particularly those in your cohort who fall under the category of children with a social worker (CWSW). Please do consider collaborating with allocated social workers/FSWs who may be able to support families to attend. You may even have staff in your school who are already supporting families and are able to accompany a parent where the parent would not otherwise attend.
There are options for those who cannot afford the £25 ticket price, with some discretionary tickets available. Please do contact hiowh.camhsinnovations@nhs.net to enquire about this. 
Please see the attached flyer for further information and registration details.
______________________________________________________________________________________________
Training
If it is too late to book via Eventbrite, or if it shows ‘sales closed’ and you would still like to attend, please email the team at virtualschool@hants.gov.uk and they will book you on.

Effective Use of Education Support Plans: Supporting Previously Looked-After Children, Children with a Social Worker and Children in Kinship Care, online training. 

24 September 2026, 9.30am to 10.30am.

Click here to book.


Attachment training, online training.

6 October 2026, 9am to 11am.

Click here to book.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

ARC

ARC webinar hosted by Bosmere Junior School (you need to be a member of ARC to access this)
Identifying and developing executive functioning as part of a relational approach, online event.
22 October 2026, 3.45pm to 4.30pm.
Click here to book.

Kind regards 
Michelle 

Michelle Nye
Virtual School Head
Hampshire Virtual School
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