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Virtual School Update 3


Dear Designated Teacher and Lead

I do hope term is going well. It has certainly been a busy start!

As we move further into the autumn term, we'd like to share some important reminders, opportunities and updates to support your work with children in care, previously looked-after children and children with a social worker. This update includes key information about exam access arrangements, Kinship Care Week, upcoming ARC webinars and a range of training opportunities. Our first of three Executive Functioning sessions start this month as well as a session for LSAs on supporting vulnerable students so please remember to share onwards as they are free to access.  I would also like to draw your attention to the New Kinship Care indicator on the school census, please see details below.
 
Lastly, with our conference in just over a month, there are a few remaining spaces left, please do not miss out in what is shaping up to be a fabulous day. This year our speakers are also giving away copies of their books! To book on follow this link https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/designated-teacher-conference-autumn-2026-tickets-1991690536008?aff=oddtdtcreator
 
To action
 
1. PEP completion: please make sure that PEP meetings are booked with social workers. If there is a problem with your login or you need access for someone else, please get in touch by emailing the PEP inbox: HCC.PEPs@hants.gov.uk.The deadline for completed PEPs this term is Friday 28 November. If you have any questions, please let us know. PEP exemplars are available within the Asset system.
 
For information
Access arrangements
 
As you will know, a large proportion of Hampshire looked-after children, previously looked-after children and children with a social worker have special educational needs. As a Virtual School, we wanted to highlight the deadline for making applications for exam access arrangements for this academic year.
 
We know that many of you additionally hold the SENCO role in your school and that you will be aware of this deadline, but not all DTs are SENCOs, or are aware of the process around access arrangements. If you are not the SENCO, we would encourage you to liaise with your SENCO this term about any of your LAC, PLAC or CWSW, as the deadline for applications for summer 2027 exams is 21 March 2027. 
 
There are a number of possible access arrangements and a variety of reasons why a child may be eligible. Your SENCO should be familiar with the JCQ Access Arrangements and Reasonable Adjustments guidance and will be able to determine whether a child is eligible for testing and/or any access arrangements or reasonable adjustments. 
 
Should you wish to seek guidance or advice around this, please contact virtualschool@hants.gov.uk and we will arrange for an Education Adviser to contact you. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
 
ARC webinar presented by Tower Hill Primary
 
15 October 2026, 3.45pm to 4.45pm
 
Join Hampshire Virtual School and Tower Hill Primary as they share how they have explored different ways to create a more inclusive environment for all pupils by focusing on communication strategies as a vehicle for embedding inclusive practice across the school and increasing independence and engagement in learning. Deputy Head Nicola Ward and SENCO Christine Cartlidge will explain their journey to creating a 'Communication Friendly Classroom' and its benefit to not only vulnerable children, but the whole school. 
 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/1992482107620?aff=oddtdtcreato
 
 
Kinship Care Week 
 
Kinship Care Week (5–11 October 2026) is a time to shine a light on the vital role of kinship carers – relatives and friends who step up to raise a child when their parents are unable to.
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Across England and Wales, more than 141,000 children are being raised in kinship care, growing up in loving and stable homes that keep them connected to their families, roots and community.
 
Kinship carers are grandparents, aunts, uncles, older siblings and family friends who take in children, often at a moment’s notice and with little to no preparation. They may be caring under a legal arrangement, such as a special guardianship order (SGO) or as a kinship foster carer or be raising children informally without a legal order. Whatever their situation, they all play a crucial role giving children, most of whom would otherwise be in the care system, safety, stability and belonging.
 
This Kinship Care Week, we’re celebrating the unbreakable bonds at the heart of kinship families and the communities they build to support one another, while highlighting the realities of stepping up to care for a child who has had a difficult start in life. Because kinship families should be recognised, valued and supported, Kinship Care Week is a key opportunity to come together to celebrate all that they do every single day.
 
Learn more about the different ways you can get involved in Kinship Care Week by using Kinship’s digital toolkit: Kinship Care Week: Digital toolkit for partners and organisations - Kinship
 
Things you can do to promote Kinship Care Week:
 
1. Raise awareness and visibility. Promote Kinship’s free support, advice and information by displaying posters from the Kinship digital toolkit in public spaces such as libraries and community centres. The charity Kinship provides free Kinship workshops, roadshows, expert advice and peer support groups to give kinship carers practical tools and advice to support their families and connect with other kinship carers.
1. Engage and inform staff and partners. Share Kinship Care Week communications internally using the Kinship digital toolkit so that staff across your organisation understand more about kinship care.
1. Celebrate and listen to kinship carers. Host a Kinship Care Week tea party or similar local event to bring kinship carers and families together in your area.
 
If you are participating in any events for Kinship Care Week, or if you have any questions relating to supporting pupils who are in kinship care, then please contact our Extended Duties team at VSExtendedDuties@hants.gov.uk.
 
 
New Kinship Care indicator on the school census
 
From autumn 2026, schools are asked to record pupils in kinship care:
 
School census 2026 to 2027: technical information - GOV.UK
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Please note that schools should record pupils for each eligible indicator (e.g. PLAC, kinship, young carer).
 
 
Training
If it is too late to book via Eventbrite, or if it shows ‘sales closed’ and you would still like to attend, please email the team at virtualschool@hants.gov.uk and they will book you on.
 
Promoting the Education of Children with a Social Worker, online training.
08 October 2026, 9.30am to 11.30am.
Click here to book.
 
Empowering Teachers and Schools: Supporting Executive Functioning – Autumn, online training.
13 October 2026, 3.45pm to 4.45pm.
Click here to book.
 
Early Years Designated Lead and PEP Training (Preschools/Nurseries/Childminders), online training.
14 October 2026, 9.30am to 12pm.
Click here to book.
 
Statutory Training for Designated Teachers, face-to-face training.
15 October 2026, 9.30am to 4pm.
Click here to book.
 
Supporting Vulnerable students as a Learning Support Assistant, online training.
19 October 2026, 10am to 11am.
Click here to book.
 
Understanding and Supporting Previously Looked-After Children in School, online training.
20 October 2026, 9am to 10.30am.
Click here to book.
 
 
ARC
 
ARC webinar hosted by Bosmere Junior School (you need to be a member of ARC to access this)
 
Identifying and developing executive functioning as part of a relational approach, online event.
22 October 2026, 3.45pm to 4.30pm.
Click here to book.
 
 
Michelle Nye
Virtual School Head 
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inship Care indicator [Not for: Nursery schools] Guidance

The kinship care indicator (N0O839) records, for those children on roll on autumn census School census 2026 to
day only, whether they have been identified s living in Kinship Care 2027: technicalinformation
Kins Technical specification for submitting 2026 to 2027 school

N dat:
Section 221 of the Children’s Wellbeing and School's Bill (n.b. this Bill has not yet received census data.
Royal Ascent) says a child lives in kinship care if -

Fom  DeputmenttorEsucaton
(a) the child lives with a relative, friend o other person connected with the child for all [ ——
or part of the time, and Lastudate: 28y 2026 — ecaluptes

(b) the child lives with that person for all of the time, or for more time than the child lives
with a parent, and they provide all of the care and support provided for the child, or
more of that care and support than is provided for the child by a parent, or

(c) the child lives with two or more people mentioned in part (a) all or most of the time
(whether or not the child lives with those people at the same time), and those

Schools will be able to record the information of the position on census day using the
following code set (CS134):

people, taken together, provide all or most of the care and support provided for the

child, Code Kinship care indicator
ND Not declared (default)
Kinship carers do not include: KF Kinship identified (formal arrangement)
K Kinship identified (informal arrangement)
a) aparent of the child,
b) a local authority foster parent who had no connection with the child prior to the child Ky Kinship identified (unknown under what arrangement)
being placed with them, or .
c) a person caring for the child in a professional capacity. The default value will be ‘ND', not declared
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