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Virtual School Update 5


Dear Designated Teacher and Lead,
 
I hope you had a lovely half-term and a well-earned rest. 
 
We’ve been busy putting the finishing touches to our conference this Thursday. Excitingly, Jaz, one of our energetic keynote speakers, has sent us this very short video. It’s a must-watch before the conference! If you haven’t booked yet, we still have a handful of spaces available, so this may tempt you. As the file is too big to send via email, please view it here.
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Additionally, below you will find information about the upcoming Year R project, SDQs and the Hampshire SEND Youth Forum Survey. As a number of our children have SEND, please share the survey with them as it will be good to capture their voice. Lastly, details of our training this month are also included.

 
Year R Project
 
First session: 25 November
 
There are still spaces available for our Year R Project. 
 
Please see the attached flyer for further information and to request a place.

SDQs
 
We have had a number of queries recently regarding SDQs. All of our guidance can be found on our Moodle:
 
Course: Needs Analysis: Strengths and Difficulties Questionnaire (SDQ) | Hampshire Virtual School
 
Key points to remember include:
 
1. SDQs are the remit of the social worker – schools should complete their version and return to social care when asked
1. SDQs are updated annually, so they won't change with every PEP
1. SDQs are only completed for Hampshire CLA aged four and over (this may be different in other LAs)
1. Schools can use the 'paper' version sent by social care or the Excel calculator version on our Moodle (also within the PEP). The advantage of using the Excel version is that it completes the scoring and subsets for you and is therefore a very useful needs analysis in its own right for the school setting to refer to
1. Scores should be compared and discussed within the PEP. Agreement should be reached as to any support that is required for the CYP and whether this is school-based or a wider remit for social care and carers
 
 
Hampshire SEND Youth Forum Survey
 
We're asking for your support in promoting the Hampshire SEND Youth Forum Survey to young people aged 14 to 25 with SEND across Hampshire.
This survey has been designed by members of the Hampshire SEND Youth Forum to gather the views, experiences and ideas of young people. The findings will help ensure that young people's voices are heard and can help shape future discussions and decision-making.
 
Please share with young people you work with:

1. Aged 14 to 25
1. Living in Hampshire
1. With SEND, additional needs, disabilities or long-term health conditions

Survey Link: https://hampshirecc.welcomesyourfeedback.net/2026-SEND-forum-survey
 
Resources attached to this email to help you promote the survey:

1. Promotional Toolkit
1. SEND Youth Forum Survey Poster 2026
1. SEND Youth Forum Social Media Post 2026
 
We would be grateful if you could:

1. Share directly with young people and families
1. Include in newsletters
1. Share on social media
1. Display the poster in your setting
1. Mention the survey during meetings, activities and support sessions

Closing date: Sunday 8 November 2026
 
Thank you for helping us ensure as many young people as possible have the opportunity to have their voice heard.
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 
Training
 
Early Years: Introduction to Attachment and Trauma, online training.
 
11 November 2026, 9.30am to 11am.
 
Click here to book.
 
 
Championing Kinship Care, online training.
 
12 November 2026, 3.45pm to 4.45pm.
 
Click here to book.
 
 
Early Years: Introduction to the EY PEP (Condensed Webinar), online training.
 
17 November 2026, 3.30pm to 5pm.
 
Click here to book.
 
 
ARC events
 
Relationships – the Importance of Connection, online event.
 
3 November 2026, 4pm to 5pm.
 
Click here to book.
 
 
Kind regards
 
Michelle
 
Michelle Nye
Virtual School Head
Hampshire Virtual School
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